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-~ IN OUR OPINION

Cities in
decline
hurt all
of state

® Local leaders, with help from state,
must work harder to rebound

Michigan cities continue to fall behind the
rest of the state on critical measures such as
population, property values, crime, income,
employment, poverty and health. Theé'new
“State of Michigan Cities” report by the Michi-
gan Higher Education Land Policy Consortium
studied 13 urban communities and concluded
that many of them are in crisis.

That's bad news for the whole state. Strug-
gling cities hold back entire regions — and
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urban. But a short drive from the Capitol ro-
tunda would show them much of what the
“State of Michigan” report lays out. Lansing
faces the same problems as most Michigan
cities. Its population is falling while unemploy-
ment and poverty rates are rapidly rising.
State government can’t fix the urban crisis
by itself, but it can help ensure that cities get
adequate revenue sharing and state aid for
mass transit. It can encourage smart growth
and regional cooperation by rewarding it fi-
nancially. And it can stop subsidizing sprawl
through costly road expansion projects. The
Bipartisan Urban Caucus should become active
again to advocate for cities in the Legislature.
That said, local leaders must do most of the
frontline work,
rebuilding their
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land, San Francisco, Milwaukee and others can
show successful strategies for urban renewal.
Gov. Jennifer Granholm could help by creating
an urban office or task foree to provide local
governments with technical expertise and best
practice models from around the country.

Michigan cannot move forward if its cities
continue to fall back. Nationwide, there are
enough examples of comeback cities to be opti-
mistic, but only if leaders, elected and non-
elected, dispel the gloom and pessimism they
too often attach to urban Michigan.




